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ORGANISATION & ACTIVITY 
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LITERATURE 


PROPAGANDA 


INFORMATION 
BUREAU 


, 
Conférences. 
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64, 
ELECTORS VOTING IN 16 WARDS 
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ELECTS 


Te 


REPRESENTATIVES ON 
OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS: 


THE ROYAL INFIRMARY 
BLIND INSTITUTE 


DERWENT VALLEY 
WATER BOARD 


BRADGATE PARK TRUSTEES 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
NORTH MEMORIAL HOMES 
TRINITY HOSPITAL 


WYGGESTON HOSPITAL 
AND OTHER ANCIENT 
CHARITIES, ETC. 


BAILIFF 


ELECT 
THE COMMITTEES 


PARKS — 


PUBLIC ASSISTANCE — 


HOUSING — 
PUBLICITY AND DEVELOPMENT — 


MENTAL DEFICIENCY — 


HEALTH 
MUSEUM AND LIBRARIES — 


EDUCATION — 
HIGHWAYS AND SEWERAGE — 


CITY FARMS — 
ESTATES AND BURIAL GROUNDS — 


CITY MENTAL HOSPITAL VISITING 


TRANSPORT _— 
SANITARY AND BATHS — 
TOWN PLANNING — 


WATCH — 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS — 


THE GOVERNMENT OF LEICESTER 


en] 


THE chart “ + 
art How your vote operates” illustrates the machinery of 


Leicester's Municipal Government so far as the elected representa- 
tives are concerned. Each of the sixteen Wards has three Councillors 
one of whom retires each November. The sixteen Aldermen ate 
elected by the Councillors. Eight of the Aldermen will retire for 
re-election in 1940 and eight three years later. 


THE Lorp Mayor 

‘The Lord Mayor presides at the mectings of the Council. During 
his year of office he is Chief Magistrate and usually presides over one 
of the weekly benches of city Magistrates. His duties are largely of 
a social character and by his presence he honours the functions he 
attends as Chief Citizen speaking as the representative of the citizens 
as a whole. He receives a yearly allowance of £1,000, and is granted 
a further allowance to extend Civic Hospitality to Deputations. He 
has rooms at the Town Hall and the Museum. 


THe HicH BAILIFF 

The Lord Mayor is accompanied on ceremonial occasions by the 
High Bailiff. The office has little connection with Local Government 
in its modern form, though of great antiquity. 

The High Bailiff is responsible for summoning the Juries for the 
Assizes and, with the Lord Mayor, attends upon the Judge at the 
opening of the Assizes. 

How tHE COUNCIL FUNCTIONS 

The business of the Council is transacted at meetings which are 
held in the Town Hall at 5 p.m. on the last Tuesday in each month. 
Meetings are held at other times for special purposes; the Rate 
Estimates are considered at the Special Meeting in March, The 
Meeting for the election of the Lord Mayor is held at 12 o'clock 
on November goth. Meetings are sometimes called at other times 
when occasion demands. Unless the Council is in private session, 
which seldom occurs, the public are admitted to the Gallery to 


watch the proceedings. 
Tut ImporRTANCE OF COMMITTEES 

The principal business of the Council Meeting is the discussion 
of the reports of the Committees. When a proposal reaches the 
Council, it has usually been under consideration by the Committee 
concerned for some time. Much of the business of the Committees 
is routine, but when proposals involving large sums of money, or 
important matters of principle are concerned, full reports are pre- 
pared by the official concerned, and where necessary, information is 
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obtained from other cities. The Committee’s recommendations are 
then submitted to the Council for approval or otherwise. 


Co-OPTATIVE MEMBERS 
On certain Committees of the Council, members can be co-opted, 
where there is theneed for specialised knowledge or for other purposes. 
Valuable service is rendered by these members on the Assessment 
Comunittee, Education Committee, Health Committee, Museum 
and Libraries Committee, and the Public Assistance Committee. 


CHIEF OFFICERS 

Whilst the elected representatives of the city are responsible to 
the electors for the policy of the Council, the Chief Officers of the 
city control the administration of the various departments, under 
the direction of the Chairmen of the Committees. The Chief 
Officers of the City appointed by the Council are: 

The Town Clerk, Clerk of the Peace, Coroner, City Treasurer, 

City Surveyor, Chief Constable, Medical Officer of Health, 

Medical Superintendent of the City Mental Hospital, Director of 

Education, Engineers and Managers of Gas Works, Waterworks, 

Electricity and Transport Departments. 

Other Officers include the Public Assistance officer, Chief Officer 
of the Fire Brigade, Public Lighting Engineer, the Housing Architect, 
Director of Museum, Art Gallery and Libraries, Superintendents 
of Cleansing Dept., Cemeteries, Markets, Parks and Recreation 
Grounds, and the City Development Officer. 

In order to illustrate the diversity and importance of the respon- 
sibilities of the Chief Officers and the work of their department, 
these have, in several instances, been set out in the form of “activity 
charts”. The duties of other Officers can well be judged by a survey 
of the activities of the departments under their charge. 


LocaL GOVERNMENT SERVICE 

The increasing responsibilities of the Council is reflected in the 
growth of the staffs in all departments. Local Government Officers, 
both as individuals and through their professional organisations, 
fully appreciate the importance of an efficient Municipal Service. 
The growth in numbers has been parallel with the raising of the 
standard of qualifications. 

The Leicester City Council has shown its appreciation of the value 
of the services of its Officers by contributing to the Superannuation 
Fund and the institution of a Grading Scheme for Salaries. The 
wages and conditions of the non-professional workers have been 
agreed in negotiation with the appropriate Trade Unions and 
other bodies concerned. 
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TOWN CLERK’S DEPARTMENT .. 


-OMMITTEE 


CLERK 
PERa : HOSPITAL 
L OUNCIL 


Es CIMA 


Summoning and arranging meet- 
ings of Council and Committees, 
preparation of Agenda, and attend- 
ance at meetings, advising on legal 
matters and procedure, recording 
minutes and generally seeing that 
the administrative work involved 
by decisions arrived at is carried 
out. Responsible for advising on 
new Acts of Parliament, the pro- 
motion of Bills in Parliament, 
petitions against Bills, Provisional 
Orders, Byelaws, the conduct of 
local Inquiriesand the preservation 
of the City’s Records. 


(ANCING Pa 


LITIGATION CON 


Preparation of contracts, and con- 
veyances in connection with the 
purchase and sale of land. Leases 
of land from the Corporation, 
Tenancy Agreements, general 


Prosecution and defence of actions 
for and against the Corporation in 
High Court and County Court, and 
the prosecution in the police court 
of offences under the general law, 


local Acts & Bye-laws. Proceedings 
before the Traffic Commissioners 


agreements, contracts for goods 
and works, registration of land 
charges. 


and Appeals arising thereon. Col- 


lection of debts in the 
Court. 


Acts as Registrar of Stock, re- 
sponsible for all arrangements in 
connection with the issue of Stock 
and the preparation of Stock 
Certificates and Mortgages, Trans- 
fers and Repayments. 


j 5 OSS - 
F bl LEICE: 


County 


| REGISTRAT ON OF ELECTORS | 


Responsible for the preparation 
of the Register of Electors, de- 
cisions on claims and objections, 
the conduct of Parliamentary and 
Municipal Elections, and also for 
the summoning of Jurors for 
Assizes. 


88 100.00 


HACH £1 SPE 


WHERE IT CAME FROM 


RATEPAYER 
12/8 
(63.4%) 


*GOVERNMENT GRANTS 
IN AID OF:— 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES 
GENERALLY 


EDUCATION 
HOUSING 
POLICE 
MISCELLANEOUS 


WHERE IT WENT 


Education 
7/7t 


Public 
Health 5/23 


Public 1/104 
Protection 


Highways 1/64 
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CITY OF oF LEICESTER 


Estates Dept. 


Estate Committee 
Properties, Cemetery 
buildings and public 
monuments. 


New Municipal Offices, 
Charles Street. 


Management of 
Corporate Estate includ- 
ing Allotments. 


Plantations, trees, 
shrubs, grass verges, etc. 


Detailed record of all 
Corporation land. 


Highways Dept. 
Public roads and 
footpaths. 

Supervision of private 
estate roads. 

Roads for Corporation 
Housing Estates. 
Private Street Works. 
Property demolition for 
slum clearance, etc. 
Aerodrome landing 
ground. 

Sign-posts, pedestrian 
crossings, etc. 


CHART SHow ING 
OF CIT Y SU Lia Hye 


Town Planning 
Dept. 


Preparation and adminis- | 
tration of Town planoing 
Scheme for City 


Control of Balidings 
(siting, elevations, etc.). | 
Control of estate 
lay-outs. 


Improvement lines for 
road widening and 
acquisition of necessary | 
Properties. 


Redevelopment of slum 
clearance areas. 


Architectural 
Dept. 


Design and supervision of 
erection of new buildings. 


Preparation of Bills of 
Quantities. 


Maintenance of Corpora- 
tion property. 


Aerodrome buildings. 


Bui ilding 
| inspection 


Sureiiotert lng of | 
| all drain connectio: 

Fixing street name | cine 
| and numbering ee | 
| premises. 


| Dealing with buildings 
reported dangerous. 


Mechanical Eng. 
Dept. 
Boilers, Lifts and Heating | 


instal lations in various 
public buildings. 


Bath filtration plant. 
Pumping plant. 
Cranes, dredgers, steam | 


and petrol rollers, motor | 
vehicles, etc. 


ACTIVITIES 
YOR’S DEPT. 


a 


= 


sre 

Dept. 

Street Cleansing. 
Refuse Collection. 
| peetuse sp eposal by | 
Incine On | 
ntkclied ed Tipping. 
| Waste Utilisation Plant. | 


Stores 
Wages sheets, orderii 
| materials and checking 
accounts. | 
| Custody foracet stores at 
depots and stock records. | 
Anal ing expenditure 
CoG Laie 
records. 
| Cost GET of works in 
Progress. 
| Claims on rants from 
| [Rinses of Tampa 


Baths Dept. Engineering Air Raid 
Administration of five Dept. Precautions 
Indoor and two Outdoor All public sewers. Dept. 


Bathing Stations. Supervision of private 
estate sewers. 

Drain connections in 
public roads, 

All new works for 
sewage disposal. 
Bridges and culverts. 


Flood prevention works. 


Preparation of scheme of 
Air Raid Precautions for 
City in conjunction with 
other Municipal depart- | 
ments concerned. | 


Laundry Establishments. 


Abbey Sewage Belgrave Sewage 
Pumping Station Pumping Station 


Partial treatment of 
major portion of City 
sewage and pumping to 
disposal works for final 
purification. 

Disposal of storm water 
resulting from heavy 
rains. 

Maintenance of pumping 
plant, screening plant, 
etc. 

Treatment of sewage— 
screenings for conversion 
into fertiliser. 


Partial treatment of 
sewage from Belgrave 
Area. 


Pumping to disposal 
works for final 
purification. 


Disposing of storm water 
resulting from heavy 
rains. 


Maintenance of pumping 
planc, screening plant, 
etc, 


CENTRAL RING ROAD 


In connection with the redevelopment of areas demolished under 
slum clearance schemes, it was decided to establish round the central 
area of the city a road of even greater dimensions than the 85 feet 
wide Charles Street and linking up with this thoroughfare at either 
end, the object being to divert through traffic from the centre of the 
city and the principal shopping streets and business administrative 
areas, thus obviating widening schemes through the most expensive 
portions of the city. Whilst affording this relief the centre of the 
city remains within easy access from this thoroughfare, its shortest 
distance being 215 yards from the Clock Tower. 


The length of the Central Ring Road will be 2.20 miles and the 
road is to be constructed to a width of roo feet with dual carriage- 
ways, allowing for three lanes of traffic in each direction, a 10 feet 
central verge as a dividing strip, and two 15 feet footways. The 
verge will be planted with a hedge and shrubs, small trees being 
utilised to relieve the monotony. 


CITY OF LEICESTER 


IMPDESSION - OF : PROPOSED -IOO FEET CENTDAL: RING: ROAD 


IMPRESSION OF PROPOSED 100 reet CENTRAL RinG Roap 
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CITY Oh EEICESTER 
TOWN PLANNING 
CENTRAL AREA 


PROPOSED 
CAR PARK 
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RAiLway 
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CAR PARK & OMNIBUS STATION 


An Omnibus station will be established at the corner of Abbey 
Directs 


Twelve platforms are to be provided, 20 feet apart, which will 
permit of a duplicate bus service being run, and provision is suggested 
for the erection of a large waiting hall, cafe, kiosk, office and store 
rooms, and conveniences; and over one-third of each platform a 
canopy is to be erected. 


To the north-east of the Clock Tower, and lying centrally be- 
tween four main roads, it has been possible to establish a large central 
car park on an area of approximately 3 acres, for the accommoda- 
tion at peak times of 400 cars. Additional land is also being acquired 
in order to obtain satisfactory redevelopment round the car park. 


CiTY OF LEICESTER 
PROPOSED CAR PARK 


yn u3aho% 


AT.GOOSEMAN Mf fuss CF 
CITY UNGINEER @ $UONE YOR. 
LEICESTER MAY 1937 


ProposED CAR PARK SHOWING ACCESS FROM FOUR MAIN ROADS 
1) 


funicipar Orrices, CHARLES STREET. 


THE NEW MUNICIPAL OFFICES 


A COMMITTEE was established in 1926 to consider the question of 
the centralisation of the whole of the administrative offices of the 
city. After careful consideration it was decided that the provision 
of a Civic Centre was inadvisable in view of the heavy financial 
commitments of the Corporation and a scheme of suggested altera- 
tions at the existing Town Hall was adopted. 


This scheme of alterations involved the provision of new Police 
Headquarters on Corporation land in Charles Street and the removal 
of the Education Department to new buildings in Newarke Street, 
to enable suitable accommodation to be provided in the Town Hall 
for the staffs of the Town Clerk, City Surveyor and City Treasurer, 
Council Chamber, Lord Mayor’s Parlour and the Courts. 


In 1930 the Leicester City Council considered a proposal to 
centralise the Electricity, Rates, Motor Licence, Valuation, and the 
Housing Departments, and to erect new offices on the present 
Charles Street site between Rutland Street and Halford Street. 


These offices are now occupied. 


The City of Leicester owns considerably more than half its 
total acreage. Large areas are used for Housing Estates, Farms, 
Hospitals and Institutions, Parks and Playing Fields. Approximately 
some 2,300 acres of land and property is controlled and managed 
by the Estate and Burial Grounds Committee. This area includes 
668 acres of land for the purpose of allotment gardens, of which 
546 acres are leased to Allotment Societies. 


The four cemeteries in the city cover an area of 122 acres, and 
approximately 1,230 acres are used for agricultural and grazing 


purposes. 


The Town Hall and Municipal Offices with many other buildings 
and open spaces make up the remainder. 
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CHARLES STREET BEFORE IMPROVEMENT 
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Main ENTRANCE HALL, CHARLES STREET OFFICES 
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RECENT ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 


SAFFRON LANE SHOWING RAILWAY BRIDGE 


CHARLES STREET 
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MELTON ROAD IMPROVEMENT 


Tus scheme provided for the widening of Melton Road for a 
distance of 1,700 yards from the Tram terminus to the New City 


Boundary. 


In general the width is 120 feet and consists of two 22 feet carriage- 
ways, one 23 feet central grass reservation, two 9 feet cycle tracks 
and 10 feet tarmacadam footpaths, with grass verges between all 
cycle tracks. Where the proposed Ring Road and other Town 
Planning Roads are scheduled to be constructed in the future pro- 
vision has been made for roundabout systems. 


The question of planting shrubs and trees was carefully considered 
in conjunction with the Roads’ Beautifying Association and the 
final scheme embodies the layout of shrubs and trees in groups so as 
to present a natural effect when these have matured. Shrubs are 
planted together with trees in the central grass reservation which 
will minimise glare from headlights; trees are also planted along the 


side verges. 
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SEWAGE DISPOSAL WORKS EXTENSIONS 


Tue Sewage Works is an extensive undertaking and combines with 
its function of sewage purification a large farming concern. The 
sewage purification works are situated at Beaumont Leys and cover 
an area of some 2,000 acres. 


Leicester lies in a basin and these works are situated on the 
uplands which surround the city. Consequently the sewerage system 
is so designed that the sewage gravitates to points whence it can be 
pumped to Beaumont Leys for treatment. 


Since the inception of the present works in 1891 their history has 
been one of expansion consistent with the increase in population and 


high standards of purity set by the Ministry of Health. 


In 1906 improvements increasing the capacity of the works were 
carried out and sedimentation tanks and bacteria beds were added. 


Eighteen years elapsed before another scheme was sanctioned by 
the Ministry of Health for the extension and improvement of the 
works. This was a major undertaking and cost £640,000. It was 
projected in 1924 and completed in 1930. 


Radical changes were brought about by this scheme; electrical 
pumping was introduced at the Pumping Station and the pumpin 
capacity of the Abbey Pumping Station was nearly doubled. Under- 
ground storm water tanks were constructed at this station through 
_ which all drainage in excess of the amount which has to be pumped 
_ to Beaumont Leys Works for purification passes and is given 
treatment before entering the river. 


The Valley Works were also constructed at this time with the 
ect of purifying some 33 million gallons of sewage by a system 

dimentation tanks and percolating filters which superseded the 
ing method of irrigation of sewage on land. 


n conditions require that sewage works shall be compact 
om unpleasant odour associated with a sewage farm. 


go the Beaumont Leys Farm was well removed 
yn. The growth of the city in this direction, however, 
the future policy of sewage disposal shall envisage 
en building development will encircle the farm. The 
is to the sewage disposal works have been 


A plant increasing the dry weather flow capacity of the works 
by 1,000,000 gallons per day has been designed on what is known 
as the partial activated sludge principle of sewage purification. This 
process will purify in tanks and filters, occupying a comparatively 
small space, a quantity of sewage which, if dealt with by the existing 
methods, would require many acres of land to effect the same degree 
of purification. 


The stage of the process from which the plant derives its name is 
one during which the sewage is maintained in a state of agitation 
by blowing through it minute bubbles of air. It isa process, too, which 
operates without offensive odour. The scheme is a large experi- 
ment upon the results of which will depend the future policy of 


sewage disposal at Leicester. 


The by-product of any artificial method of sewage purification 
is sewage sludge and the disposal of this sludge is one of the difficulties 
which confront the Engineer and Chemist. Where there is plenty 
of land available the sludge can be run into lagoons, dried and 
afterwards ploughed into the land upon which a cycle of crops is 
grown. 


The modern method, however, is to ferment or digest sludge in 
large tanks. The process is carried on without smell and after about 
thirty days the sludge is converted into a harmless substance which 
can be dried and disposed of without nuisance. 


Sludge digestion also produces a by-product in the form of a very 
useful gas which can be used for heat and power at the sewage 
works. | 


Pa ee to introduce this process at the works and the 
will deal with about one quarter of the sludge produced; 
volved being used to heat the sludge to a temperature 

astens the process of digestion. 
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RUBBISH AND DIRT 


How to get rid of the rubbish that is produced every day in every 
house, shop, office, and factory is one of those minor but inescapable 
problems that arises in the managing of a great city. The importance 
of an organised system of refuse disposal is shown by the fact that 
last year 76,731 tons of rubbish were collected in Leicester. 


Forty-five per cent of this enormous quantity was disposed of at 
the two destructors, West Humberstone and Mill Lane. By no means 
all of it went to waste, since 25,660 square yards of paving flags are 
produced in a year at the West Humberstone destructor from in- 
cinerated material. Many tons of scrap metal and waste paper are 
compressed and sold at cach destructor, and fish and meat offal, in 
large quantities, is converted into valuable fertiliser. 


The destructor system of refuse disposal is assisted by the method 
of controlled tipping, which, in addition to avoiding the nuisance 
which destructors are liable to cause to residents in a populous 
neighbourhood, can be used for building up land in flood areas or 
other places where it is desirable. A portion of the city’s airport at 
Braunstone is being constructed by this method, 60,000 tons of 
rubbish being tipped there in the past four years. It is proposed to 
_ reclaim further flood land along the Soar Valley at Aylestone, which 
a tely be available for playing field purposes which is not 


dirt Reema the streets is another very necessary 
th rporation. Each week 260 miles of streets 

‘y day, and every year 295,000 gullies 
are sprinkled on dusty highways. 
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Tue City Airport 


Photograph by courtesy of ‘The Aeroplane’ 


Tue City Airport 


THE CITY AIRPORT 


Tue Airport has 534 acres reserved for development. It is situated 
at Braunstone, about three miles from the centre of the city, at a 
height of 326 feet above sea level, in close proximity to the 
L.M. & S. railway line. It is served by a Class ‘A’ road, on which 
there is a frequent bus service, and a Town Planning Ring Road, 
120 feet wide, shortly to be constructed, will be adjacent to the nearest 
side of the Aerodrome. The prevailing winds are south-westerly, 
which precludes the likelihood of smoke being carried over the site 
from the city, and the possibility of fog or mist rising from an 
expanse of water is negatived by the river being 24 miles distant. 
The site is on a plateau with the surrounding land falling away 
slightly on all sides and there are no obstructions such as church 
spires, high chimneys or trees in the vicinity. Water and electricity 
services are available. 

On the completion of the Airport a landing ground with a 
minimum runway of 1,000 yards in any direction will eventually 
be provided, but at present 724 acres have been laid out and con- 
structed as a landing ground giving a maximum runway of 783 
yards, additional land being developed for hangars, access area, car 
park, etc. A club-house with flight office for the control of the 
Aerodrome has also been erected and a hangar, 60 feet by 60 feet, 
provided, fronted by a concrete apron on which facilities for fuel 
supplies are available. These buildings are leased to the Leicestershire 
Aero Club, who entered into an agreement with the Corporation 
to manage the Aerodrome with their existing staff until the Corpora- 
tion desired to make other arrangements. In order, however, that 
the social activities of the Club should not interfere with the com- 
mercial working of the Aerodrome when fully developed, it was 
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decided to erect this club-house and hangar accommodation for 
their use on the western side of the landing ground. This work was 
commenced in April, 1933, and the Aerodrome received its licence 
on 27th March, 1935. It was officially opened on 13th July following, 


a floodlight and beacon enabling the Aerodrome to be used for 
night landing has been installed on the flat roof above the club- 
house with a lighting beam of 800,000 candle power, visible for a 
distance of 40 miles, which can be rotated and tilted in every direc- 
tion to act as a guide to pilots. 


Asa result of commercial operations the Council in October, 
1933, decided to commence the erection of the administrative block 
of buildings, etc., and to develop a further area of land on the 
eastern side in accordance with the plan of the proposed final lay- 
out approved by the Air Ministry. This development when com- 
pleted will embody waiting room, booking offices, accommodation 

_ for H.M. Customs and Excise, offices for Air Line Companies, and 

_ large restaurant on the first floor overlooking the landing ground, 
and control tower on the second floor. Accommodation is provided 
in a separate building for boiler house for central heating, garage 
for fire tender and first aid room. Large hangars capable of accom- 
modating all types of aircraft are to be provided, together with 
workshops. 


Of this ultimate scheme, the first portion of the terminal offices, 
mbracing Customs clearing house, offices and control room for 
he night flying equipment, and hangar, 120 feet by 60 feet, a work- 
op, 120 feet by 80 feet fronted by a tarmacadam apron 150 feet 
o feet, heating chamber for central heating, garage, stores, etc., 
ve been completed. 
ight flying equipment is provided, including boundary 
struction lights and illuminated wind Tee. A flashing 
on beacon of three kilowatts power, erected on a platform on 
gar roof, flashing the code letter ‘L.S.,’ is the signal allocated 
dre by the Air Ministry. 

. is provided with full medical and crash equip- 
ing a motor ambulance, a fast motor tender 
A compass testing base has been con- 
diameter, and the Aerodrome is 
ome. Meteorological reports are 
wic daily. With the establishment of 


now available for aeroplane 
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OF all the departments of the City Corporation, none is more 
clearly a social service than the Health Department. None touches 
the life of the community at so many points, and none affects the 
life of the individual, from birth to extreme old age, in so marked 
a fashion. 


The Public Health Acts of 1848-9 constituted the Corporation 
the Local Board of Health, and in those ninety years the scope of 
public health work has grown and evolved beyond recognition; 
the expectation of life has increased, and the vital statistics shew an 
almost unbelievable improvement. Just over fifty years ago, for 
example, the death rate was 25.69 per thousand living. That was in 
1877; and in 1937 the figure had been reduced to 12.46, among the 
lowest of the large towns of the country. Formerly, one of the 
great blots on Leicester’s health record was the high infant mortality 


rate, which in 1897 rose to over 200 per thousand; today the figure 
1s 62.52. 


In the annual report of the Medical Officer of Health, covering 
the year 1937, he states: “The brightest spot, as far as mortality 
rates are concerned, is the continued improvement in the maternal 
mortality rate, which easily achieved a low record for the city. It 
will be amazing and a cause for great satisfaction, if this rate continues 
at this low level”. The last figures issued shew the mortality rate to 
be only 1.27 per thousand births. The great Improvement in the 
general health of the city’s population shewn by these figures is no 
doubt due to various causes, but the pioneer work of the Health 


Committee, its unceasing care and propaganda, must be regarded 
as one of the primary reasons. 


VARIED ACTIVITIES 


The activities and responsibilities of this Department are so varied 
in character, and so extensive that it is impossible to do more than 
touch upon them lightly. A brief list of its functions, and the sub- 
sidiary departments it controls, makes easily understood the reasons 
why it has grown to be the third largest spending Department of 
the City Council. This list includes: the tuberculosis section and 
clinics, maternity and child welfare, the inspection and supervision 
of food, slum clearance, overcrowding, meteorology, the control 
of the A.R.P. medical services, dipththeria immunisation, venereal 
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diseases clinics, and the management of four institutions, the City 
General Hospital, the Isolation Hospital and Sanatorium, the Day 
Nursery and the Westcotes Maternity Home. In most instances 
these activities could be sub-divided again and again. Let us take 
the case of maternity and child welfare as an example. This section 
has charge of twenty-five infant welfare and ante-natal clinics, 
health visiting activities, the birth control clinic, and the municipal 
midwifery service. 


SLUM CLEARANCE 


The Department’s functions are to a great degree complementary, 
and one of the most interesting examples of this is shewn in the dual 
problem of slum clearance and re-housing, and the campaign 
against tuberculosis. On this point the comments of the Tuberculosis 
Officer in his report for the year 1936 are illuminating. With some 
emphasis he points the connection between the two activities, and 
says of patients, whose previous homes were unsatisfactory and 
overcrowded: “They have now good homes in healthy areas, where 
there is ample fresh air and sunlight. This, in my opinion, is the most 
important step yet taken in preventing the spread of the disease”’. 
In an investigation into tuberculosis on the Corporation housing 
estates it was discovered that the average death rate was 7.8 compared 
with 12.7 for the city as a whole, and the recovery rate 29.1 per cent 
compared with 15.6 per cent—figures which speak volumes. 


Although the actual rehousing of displaced slum tenants is the 
province of another Department, the initial work of clearance 
inspection and demolition is handled by the Health Department. 
This naturally entails a vast amount of organisation. The central 
portions of the city bear witness to the rapidity with which this 
work of getting rid of unfit homes is proceeding. 


THE HOSPITALS 


One of the most fascinating facets of the Department’s duties is 
the fight against disease and suffering carried on at the two great 
hospitals controlled by the Health Committee. 


The City General Hospital at North Evington has changed its 
character completely from the days when it was managed by the 
old Board of Guardians as a Poor Law Infirmary. It is now a complete 
general hospital, containing 508 beds, and 132 balcony beds, to 
which the admissions number over 4,000 annually. Special attention 
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is paid to general medical, rheumatic and heart cases: there is a 
finely equipped orthopedic section and a modern maternity ward 
The Health Conimittee is sponsoring a much-needed scheme of 
extensions at the hospital, including the provision of an acute 
hospital of 168 beds, with an Operating theatre, X-ray unit, and 
laboratories, and a nurses’ home of 141 beds, at an esaranigaal cost 
of £200,000. 


The Isolation Hospital is the only institution in the city at which 
infectious diseases can be treated, and it is also the hospital primarily 
devoted to the treatment of tuberculosis. Like the City General 
Hospital, it is admirably situated on high ground on the outskirts, 
and the current figures shew that 1,497 in-patients were treated in 
the year under review, and 2,198 out-patients. An impressive new 
nurses’ home, with accommodation for 144 persons, has recently 
been added, and additions to the hospital proper include four cubicle 
blocks of 48 beds for infectious diseases, a women’s sanatorium of 
80 beds for tuberculosis cases, a treatment centre, a patients’ dining 


room, and ar assembly hall. 


In addition to these activities the Medical Officer of Health and 
his staff hold watching briefs in the city’s interests on a variety of 
matters outside their immediate control, such as the purity of the 
water supply, sewage disposal, and foodstufts. 

The necessity for a central building to house the administrative 
staff, the tuberculosis dispensary, a central maternity and child 
welfare centre, and other departments, has been realised by the 
Committee, which has placed before the City Council a proposal 


to erect this centre in Belgrave Gate. 


rmation concerning all services available at the maternity 
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THE CITY MENTAL HOSPITAL 


Tue City Mental Hospital was opened in 1869 for the care of 
certified patients, and in 1901 was considerably exténded. A modern 
nurses’ home was built in 1932 and the Manor Farm in 1937. In 
1936, Humberstone Lodge was acquired; the house, now known as 
the “Francis Dixon Lodge’, provides ideal accommodation for female 
convalescent patients. Grange Lodge for male parole patients was 
built in 1938. There is now accommodation for 1,120 patients; the 
estate covers 384 acres. To provide better facilities for the treatment 
of new admissions and of the physically sick, a reception hospital 
and infirmary unit are being planned. 


The Mental Treatment Act of 1930 has made it possible to admit 
“Voluntary” and “temporary patients, thus evading the stigma of 
“certification”; and to provide early treatment facilities in out- 
patient clinics. The increasing number of patients who apply for 
treatment voluntarily is an indication of the improved attitude, 
better understanding and sympathy of the public. In 1938, 44.9% 
of new admissions were either “Voluntary” or “temporary . An 
out-patient clinic was first opened in 1931 at the Tower House, and 
later at the Francis Dixon Lodge and Royal Infirmary. To cope 
with increasing psychological treatment the medical staff has been 
augmented, and a psychiatric social worker appointed. A psychiatric 
service is now available not only to the medical practitioners but 
to the local hospitals, the magistrates and the various social agencies. 


Within the hospital the various modern methods of psychiatric 


treatment are applied to appropriate cases; these include psycho- 
therapy, malaria, insulin and occupation therapy, etc. Recreations 
for all tastes are available. Dances and talkies are weekly features. 


Parole, Sunday and week-end leave is extensively granted: during 
1938, 10,261 instances of such leave were enjoyed. 


The gradual evolution of the “City Mental Hospital” from the 
“Borough Asylum” is worthy of pride. 
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PUBLIC BATHS 


THE City owns five indoor baths, of which the first was built in 
Bath Lane in 1879. After 50 years’ service the structure was found 
to be unsafe, and a large portion was demolished, leaving only a 
small swimming bath and eleven slipper baths. A new central baths 
scheme has been evolved, and the site selected lies on the proposed 
100 ft. road between Foundry Square and St. Nicholas Street. The 
cost, including the site, is estimated at £78,000. This establishment 
will consist of two swimming pools, one roo ft. by 45 ft., and a 
learner’s pool 75 ft. by 30 ft. The depth of the large pool will vary 
from 3 ft. to 12 ft., making it possible for high-class trick diving to 
take place there. This pool will have under-water lighting, and, for 
gala purposes, seating accommodation for 600 people. The learners’ 
pool will have two shallow ends for teaching. Both baths will be 
ventilated and heated by air-conditioning plant, and the swimming 
water will be purified by a plant capable of filtrating, aerating, and 
chlorinating every three hours. 


The four other establishments are Belgrave Baths, Cossington 
Street, brought up to date in 1929; Vestry Street, which contains 
two swimming pools and 38 slipper baths; West Humberstone Baths, 
Spence Street, which in addition to slipper baths possesses spray and 
vapour baths; and Aylestone Baths erected in 1910, the last public 
baths to be built. Aylestone has a very modern sustem of filtration 
and chlorination. Samples of swimming bath water are examined 
by the Medical Officer of Health every week. The electrically- 
driven laundry at Aylestone ensures sterilisation of all towels, wraps, 


etc., before further use. 


An innovation at Belgrave and Vestry Street is the remedial 
foam baths, for which is claimed not only a tonic effect, but a measure 


of relief in most rheumatic complaints. 
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PARKS AND OPEN SPACES 


Tuanxs entirely to the foresight of the Corporation over the last 
60 years or so Leicester people have, for their enjoyment, 1,135 
acres of parks and open spaces, an area which is only exceeded by 
eleven provincial centres in the whole of England. These “lungs” 
range from the 243 acres of the Western Park and golf links to the 
1.4 acres of the Thitlmere Street gardens, and are evenly distributed 
in the four corners of the city. 


The importance of open spaces in contributing to the health of the 
populace is still recognised by the Corporation, which has planned 
for the future growth of Leicester by acquiring Braunstone Park 
(167 acres), the Keyham Lane Park (3.5 acres) the Knighton Spinney 
(54 acres), and 64 acres of land adjoining Shady Lane, at Evington. 


Responsibility for the fostering of sports and recreations 1s also 
accepted by the Corporation, and, in the whole country, only 
Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester, and Leeds (all considerably 
larger cities) provide more football pitches, only Birmingham and 
Nottingham offer more cricket pitches, and only Portsmouth and 
Liverpool have so many grass tennis courts. 


The facilities that the Corporation offers for games include 104 
cricket pitches, 63 football pitches (apart from those provided for 
the schools), 25 hockey pitches, 133 grass tennis courts, 48 hard 
tennis courts, 9 bowling greens, 6 putting greens. In addition, in 
most parks and recreation grounds there are netball and stoolball 


pitches, sandpits and paddling pools. 


A recent acquisition of the Parks Committee is the grounds of 
Belgrave House and the adjoining land. These have been 
remodelled and extended and now form a public riverside rest 
garden, which was opened to the public this summer. The grounds 
of Belgrave Hall opposite are under the care of the Museum and 
Libraries Committee, and laid out in keeping with the period of the 
building. There is also a small botanical garden in these grounds. 


This group of interesting buildings and their pleasant surroundings 
are all that remains to remind us that until comparatively recent 
times Belgrave was a village community and the town of Leicester 
was separated by green fields. 
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MUNICIPAL HOUSING 


Tur City Council has been engaged in various forms of Housing 
activity for the past 20 years and the main results of these activities 
are to be seen in the various Estates which have grown up in and 
around the city, 
A total of 746 houses was erected under the Addison ro19 Act. 
Work began on the Coleman Road, Westcotes and North Bridge 
Estates, and at Duncan Road and elsewhere, under this Act. 


Cheaper houses were necessary as a result of the drastic economies 
called for in the 1923 Act. These, known as the “Wakerley” and 
“Uppingham” types, can be seen at Knighton Estate, Saffron 
Lane, etc. 

The Council’s main achievements, however, have been in the 
development of the Park Estate, Saffron Lane, and the Braunstone 
Estate, where large building programmes were carried out under 
1924 Act (Wheatley). This Act, and its subsidy, was in force until 
1932, by which time 4,708 houses had been built under its provisions. 


Since the cessation of the subsidy in 1932, the Council has been 
carrying out Re-housing Schemes under the 1930 Act on Estates 
at Tailby, New Parks, Northfield House, and more recently at 
Braunstone, where roads left undeveloped during the economy 
period of 1932 are now being utilised for re-housing purposes. A 
total of 2,739 houses have been built on these estates under the 1930 
Act and a further 98 are under construction and contracted for. 


In addition to this work the Council has erected some 264 houses 
for the reinstatement of tenants displaced by street improvements. 


With regard to the future the Council has acquired a large Estate 
at New Parks which it proposes to utilise for housing purposes. 
This Estate will accommodate roughly 4,000 houses. 


Summary of progress since 1919 :— 


Houses built under 1919 Act - - - 746 
5 ,, for Purchasers = = = 103 

% ,, under 1923 Act - - - 638 

x » under 1924 Act - = - 4,708 

a ,, for Street Improvement Schemes 264. 

» 55 Under 1930 Act - - = 2,739 
under construction and contracted for 98 


Total 9,296 
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The authorised establishment of the Force is 316, consisting of 
one Chief Constable, 4 Superintendents, 15 Inspectors, 39 Sergeants 
and 257 Constables. Included in this number are 2 Inspectors, one 
Sergeant and one Constable whose duties are confined solely to 
work in connection with Air Raid Precautions. Three Policewomen 
and 15 civilians are attached to the Force, and in addition there is 
a First Police Reserve of 25, a Police War Reserve of 75 and a 
Special Constabulary of 390 officers and men. 

The Force may be divided into the Uniform and the Plain 
Clothes Branches. The former is engaged mainly in the prevention, 
and the latter in the detection of crime. Included in the first category 
are the foot patrols, who generally work from the Police Boxes at, 
various points in the city (43 Police Boxes and 11 Telephone Pillars), 
the traffic pointsmen and the Motor Transport and Patrol Depart- 
ment which has 12 vehicles and which uses wireless for communica- 
tions. In the second category are the Detective Department and the 
Bye-laws Officers. The Criminal Investigation Department, as the 
Detective Department is sometimes called, has in it 25 Officers and 
men and the three Policewomen are attached to it for general 
purposes. It is mainly concerned with indictable crime, which con- 
sists of the graver offences, such as those against the person, property 
(with and without violence), frauds and forgeries, etc. It also deals 
with aliens and firearms, and has a growing Photograph and Finger- 

print Department which contains an interesting museum. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Headquarters: LANCASTER PLACE 
Telephone No. 22222 
Sub-Fire Station: ASFORDBY STREET 
Telephone No. 21222 


The authorised strength of the Staff consists of the Chief Officer, 
Second Officer, Third Officer, Visiting Officer, 4 Station Officers, 


3 Engineers, 38 Firemen and 4 Watch Room Attendants, and 
Clerks, making a total of 52. 


During the past five years the average number of calls made upon 
the Department have been as follows:— 


Fire Calls 485. 
Ambulance Calls 6,695. 


During the year 1938 the following number of official inspections 
under the various Acts of Parliament were made:— 
Cinematograph Act: 957. 
Factory & Workshops Act: 88. 
Petroleum (Consolidation) Act: 886. 
Explosives Act: 7s. 


LANCASTER HALL 
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THE EDUCATION SERVICE 


CHILDREN may enter the schools of the city at the age of three. They 
are placed in some 50 Nursery Classes attached to Infants’ Depart- 
ments of Elementary Schools and, passing through the Infants’ 
Department, transfer at eight to a Junior School. Alternatively 
they may attend the Kindergarten attached to one of the Secondary 
Schools, passing in due course to a Junior Department of a Secondary 
School. At the age of r1+ pupils are transferred according to their 
abilities, as revealed by the General Examination, to Senior Element- 
ary Schools, Intermediate Schools, Secondary Schools and the 
Gateway Boys’ School. To the last-named school go those of the 
abler boys who have particular ability for or interest in art and craft 
work. The Junior Crafts School similarly provides for girls, though 
here transfer is made from a Senior Elementary or Intermediate 
School at the age of 12.9. 


Secondary School Tuition fees range from {6-6-0 per annum 
to £18-18-o per annum. Each year Special Places are awarded on 
the results of the General Examination to the extent of fifty per cent. 
of the previous year’s admissions to the schools as a whole. Parents 
of those gaining Special Places may apply for partial or complete 
remission of fees, the applications being judged in the light of the 
parents’ financial circumstances and an income scale. Maintenance 
Allowances are given in approved cases to free scholars. 


From the schools mentioned in the preceding paragraph full-time 
education may be continued at the Colleges of Art and Technology, 
Universities, Training Colleges, Medical Schools etc. in various 
parts of the country, financial assistance being given by the Educa- 
tion Committee where the abilities and attainments of the student 
and the financial circumstances of the parents justify it. For those 
who no longer attend a school or college full-time, the Evening 
Institutes and the evening classes of the Colleges of Art and Tech- 
nology offer physical training, recreative courses and training in 
specialised industrial and commercial subjects. 


There are, in addition, special schools for those unable to profit, 
temporarily or permanently, by the curriculum of the normal 
school. Children of sub-normal mental capacity are educated in a 
special school and difficult children—problem cases—are studied 
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THE SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE 


Throughout the years of education of a child in Leicester the 
Commiittee’s health service is concerned with its physical well-being. 


Treatment is provided at the Committee’s Clinics for defects of 
the eyes, ears, nose, throat, skin and teeth and for certain ortho- 
paedic deformities and postural defects which require remedial 
exercises and in some cases surgical appliances. Treatment is also 
given by artificial sunlight to anaemic, rickety and debilitated 


re) 


children. Periodical inspections are made and treatment suggested and 
given. Those who are ill-nourished are supplied with milk and free 


meals. 


SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICE 


A Psychological Clinic exists for the purpose of conducting 
psychological examinations and advising Head Masters and Mis- 
tresses and parents with respect to maladjusted children. Close 
contact is maintained between the Psychologist and the Special 
Classes in the Elementary Schools and the Experimental School 
for difficult children. Further, a Mental Health Visitor attached to 
the Clinic visits the homes of children previously examined by the 
Psychologist and pursues after-care work. 
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PHYSICAL TRAINING 


In all Elementary Schools, each pupil takes part in organised 
physical activity in the form of physical exercises, dancing, swim- 
ming, or organised games. Suitably equipped gymnasia and shower 
baths and changing rooms are provided where practicable and 
pupils are encouraged to change their clothes completely for physical 
exercises. For organised games in elementary schools there are 


available some 95 acres of playing fields and in addition use is made 
of Public Parks and Recreation Grounds. 


Each of the Secondary and Gateway Schools and the Colleges of 
Art and Technology and Domestic Science Training College have 
their own gymnasium and playing fields, and swimming facilities 
are provided at the public swimming baths. Physical training and 
games facilities are also provided for students in Evening Institutes. 


LIBRARIES 


Libraries are attached to individual schools for ordinary school 
purposes and, in addition, there are fifteen evening libraries, each 
under the supervision of a teacher, where pupils may read after 
school hours. 


PLAY CENTRES 


Evening Play Centres attached to elementary schools are conducted 
by voluntary workers, the accommodation and apparatus being 
provided by the Education Committee. Pupils between 11 and 14 
years of age may attend, and those attending may play games, 
Icarn boxing, dancing, etc. and simple handicrafts. 


THE SIR JONATHAN NORTH ENDOWMENT SCHEME 


This scheme provides for annual awards to students in the city 
who show evidence of outstanding originality or natural ability. 
Monetary grants are made from the fund established by Sir Jonathan 
North for the purpose of assisting successful students to pursue their 
studies at Universities and other places of higher education. 
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DOMESTIC SCIENCE COLLEGE 


The College provides for both resident and non-resident students, 
three hostels being available for residents. T! 


‘ded 1€ principal courses 
provided are:— 


(a) A Three Year Course for the Board of Education Teacher’s 
Certificate. 


(b) A Two Year Course for a Diploma in Institutional and Home 
Management. 


(c) A One Year Course for a Housekeeper’s Certificate. 


(d) A One Year Home Management Course. This course is planned 
to equip girls for home life. 


In addition Evening Classes are held in preparation for the Cookery 
Certificate of the City and Guilds of London Institute, and non- 
certificate classes are held in various subjects from time to time. 


Domestic SCIENCE COLLEGE 
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THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 


Tue foundation of the University College, Leicester, was made 
possible when, in 1919, the late Mr. T. Fielding Johnson gave a site 
and buildings adjoining the Victoria Park which have gradually 
been adapted to meet requirements as the College has developed. 


The main objects of the University College is to provide education 
of a University standard, and to encourage research work. It offers 
courses for the external degrees of the University of London in Arts, 
Science, Commerce, Economics, Law and Music. In addition, some 
of the courses are suitable for students who wish to study for the first 
examination in Agriculture, Dental Surgery, Horticulture, Medicine 
and Veterinary Science. 


The College is recognised by the Board of Education for a Post- 
graduate Course for the Training of Teachers and by the Law Society 
as an approved Law School. 


UNIvERSITY COLLEGE 
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Another branch of its activities is the Department of Adult 
Education which provides a large variety of classes of a non- 
vocational character for adult students. This department is housed 
in the Vaughan College in Great Central Street. 


An interesting exhibition organised by the Geography Depart- 
ment of the University College, Leicester, to explain the configura- 
tion, the scenery, the rural Occupations and the industries of 
Leicester, is at present housed in Syston Street Council School. 
It is primarily intended for teaching purposes. Permission to view 
can however be readily obtained from the Education Offices, 
Newarke Street. 


The University College has its own playing fields with an up-to- 
date pavilion situated on the Welford Road; it also has hostel 
accommodation for women students. 


The College is an autonomous institution, its governing bodies 
being the Court of Governors and the College Council. The social 
and athletic activities of the students are conducted by the Students’ 
Union. 
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MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY 


Tue Museum originated fr 
of the collection of anti 
by the Literary and Ph 
chased the building in 
by Joseph Aloysius Han 


om the presentation to the town in 1849 
quities and natural history objects formed 
ilosophical Society. The Corporation pur- 
the New Walk which had been designed 


som originally for a preparatory school, and 
adapted it for the purposes of a Museum. The tinihine was opened 


on the arst June, 18 i 
, 1849, being probably the 
Museum in this country. = 4 maeuigtto 
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There are extensive collections relating to the history of Leicester 
from prehistoric times through the Roman occupation and onwards, 
finishing up with examples of comparatively recent bygones, and 
the history of the main local industries. The Muniment Room 
houses an important collection of manuscripts of local interest. 
There are also collections illustrating Egyptian funeral archacology, 
erouped around an attractive fish-pool on the basement floor. 
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The natural history collections include typical British and foreign 
mammals and birds, and also a large series of Invertibrates. The 
Geology department is especially strong in petrological material 
owing to the geological importance of Charnwood Forest. One 
room is given up to the exhibition of fish and other living things 
including, during the season, the wild plants of Leicestershire. 


The Art ee a large series of paintings, watercolours, 
engravings and objects of decorative art. 


Free public lectures given on Saturday nights in the late autumn. 


The Museum and Art Gallery is open daily from to a.m. to 5 p.m. 


(Oct. to March); 6 p.m. (April to Sept.); 7 p.m. (May to August); 


and every Thursday to 9 p.m. On Sundays it is open from 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. 


Roman Brick FOUND AT THE JEWRY WALL, SHOWING FoorTprINTs OF A HUMAN 
Foot AND A Doo’s Foot. 


Two Roman tesselated pavements are preserved in situ. One 

is beneath a shop opposite St. Nicholas Church, the other is beneath 

the L.N.E.R. Station in Blackfriars St., the keys are obtainable at 
Bath Lane Baths. 
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JEWRY WALL AND FORUM SITE 


The Jewry Wall, a relic 6 
the most important piece 
scheduled as an ancient m 


f the Roman occupation, and one of 


s of Roman work in England, is 
onument. 


As a result of the excayati 
of the Roman Forum of Lei 
The concomitant discover 
the Roman Basilica has so 
archaeologists. 


ons during the past year, the foundations 
cester have been recognized and laid bare. 
y that the Jewry Wall is the west wall of 
lved a problem which has hitherto baffled 


Local representations as to the historical and archaeological 
significance of the discoveries, supported by the views of His 
Majesty's Office of Works, have led the City Council, to decide 
to preserve it as an open space for all time. Further, the Council 
has placed the control and development of the Forum Site in the 
hands of the Museum and Libraries Committee with instructions to 


complete the work of excavation and prepare a scheme for a suitable 
lay-out. 


Jewry WALL AND St. NicHoras Cuurcu 
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WILLIAM Wyccestons’ CHANTRY House AND CHURCH oF ST. Mary DE Castro 
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THE NEWARKE HOUSES 

The Corporation has recently acquired an interesting group of 
buildings in the Newarke, William Wyggeston’s Chantry House 
and the adjoining building known as Tudor Houses, or, on older 
maps, as Skeftington House. Some years ago these. buildings were 
in danger of demolition, but were saved by funds raised as the result 
of an appeal by the then Chairman of the Museum and Art Gallery 
Committee, the late Mr. S, A. Gimson. A Trust was established, 
the objects of which are as follows: 

“The Chantry House and the two Tudor Houses shall be used in 
such manner and subject to such conditions as the Trustees shall 
think proper as a Museum or Art Gallery to be known as the 
Leicester and County Museum for the purpose of telling the story 
of the City and County of Leicester in ages past, and illustrating 
its condition for the time being and exhibiting suggestions for its 
reform and improvement and the formation and extension of 
artistic culture and scientific knowledge and the gardens and land 
shall be maintained in the like manner and on the like conditions 
as an open space for the benefit and enjoyment of the public.” 

This trust has been accepted by the City Council. It is expected 
that the buildings will be opened to the public during 1940. 


SKEFFINGTON House 
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AN INTERIOR VIEW OF THE OLD GUILDHALL 


OLD GUILDHALL 
The buildings known as the Guildhall, near the Cathedral, were 
for many centuries the centre of local government in the town. 
Before the Reformation they were the home ofa religious fraternity, 
the Corpus Christi Guild. The hours of opening are the same as those 
for the Museum except that the buildings are closed on Sundays and 
Thursday evenings. 
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BELGRAVE HALL 


Belgrave Hall is a fine eigh 
a Branch Museum. Various r 
and pictures dating from the 
The Hall was built by am 


teenth century building, now used as 
oomis have been set out with furniture 
later half of the seventeenth century. 


ember of the Cradock family. The 
gardens near the house have been laid out to harmonise with the 


architecture of the building, and the rest of the grounds is arranged 


as a botanical garden. In an outhouse js exhibited an interesting 
collection of agricultural implements. 


The hours of Opening are: October to March, ro a.m. to 5 p-m.; 
April and September, 10 a.m. to 6 p-m.; May to August, 10 a.m. to 
7 P-m.; every Sunday, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 


The grounds of Belgrave House, another interesting eighteenth 
century house, under the direction of the Parks Committee, have 
been remodelled and extended to form a riverside public rest garden. 


BELGRAVE HALL MuszUM FROM THE GARDEN 
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A SELECTION OF MATERIAL FROM THE MusEUM ScHooLts Loan Co.iectTion 


In connection with the educational work of the Leicester Museum classes of 
children visit the Museum each day and are given talks on the Museum exhibits. 
Besides these school visits a scheme is in operation whereby teachers and others 
may borrow Museum material from the Schools Loan Collection. This comprises 
some hundreds of cases, objects, pictures, etc., relating to natural history and biology, 
physiology and hygiene, geography, history, fine art, decorative art, architecture, 
etc., as well as other types of illustrative material such as lantern slides, micro- 
scope slides, posters, etc. 


_ The material is assembled in portable cases with simple means for packing and 
unpacking. Schools are provided with lists of material and printed cards for making 
applications for loans. With the co-operation of the Leicester Education Committee, 
delivery to and collection from the schools is made by their motor van fortnightly. 
The scheme has recently been extended to certain schools in the county area. 
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LEICESTER CITY LIBRARIES 


The first Leicester Municipal Library was opened in the building 
at the corner of Belvoir Street and Wellington Street on the roth 
April, 1871, with a stock of 7,226 volumes. 


From that day to the end of the nineteenth century the influence 
of the Library developed steadily and six Branch Libraries were 
built at intervals, the last to be erected being the Woodgate Branch 
in 1898. 

The Wellington Street building gradually became too small for 
the constantly growing activities of the Library and in 1902 Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie made a gift of £12,000 for a new Central Library. 
This was built in Bishop Street and opened by Mr. Carnegie in 
1905, the old building being vacated. 


The continued growth of stock and the extension of the public 
interest in libraries resulted in the Carnegie building in its turn 
becoming inadequate, and, to meet the difficulty, the Libraries 
Committee again obtained possession of the old building at the corner 
of Belvoir Street and Wellington Street, reconstructed it, moved the 
whole of the Lending and Junior Libraries there and re-opened the 
building to the public on 22nd October, 1935. 


The space in the Bishop Street building vacated by the Lending 
Library was used to organize a greatly enlarged Commercial, 
Technical and Scientific Department, which is now extensively 
used. by those engaged in commerce and manufacture. 


LenpinG Lisprary, BELVoIR STREET 
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Tue Liprary, OLD GUILDHALL 
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SOUTHFIELDS BrANcH Liprary 


BRANCH LIBRARIES 


St. Barnabas Branch Library which was opened in 1937 was the 
first Branch Library built for 37 years. The building is of striking 
modern design, and is the winning design of a competition among 
architects practising in Leicester. 


Southfields Branch Library at the corner of Southfields Drive and 
Saffron Lane, by the same architect, was opened in 1939. In addition 
to Library accommodation, a Lecture Room and small committee 
room is provided for use of the residents of the district. 
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ASSIFICATION OF VOLUMES IN 
CH LENDING LIBRARIES 1937-38 
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Weights and Measures Department 


ae necessity of eae the accuracy of the weights and measures 
used in. serving the public is obvious enough. What is less obvious 
is the wide field covered in this connection by the Weights and 


ee Department, which derives its authority from the Board 
of Trade. 


There are several Weights and Measures Acts which control the 
many duties of the local inspectors. 


The Corporation inspectors are constantly occupied in visiting 
retail, wholesale and other premises to check the weight of such 
articles as bread, tea, sugar, milk, meat and a considerable number of 
other foodstuffs which are pre-packed. Last year the Department 
checked the weight of 27,530 articles of which 1,540 were found to 
be inaccurate. The weight of 5,590 bags of coal and 337 loads were 


also checked, and 125 inaccuracies were discovered in the former 
and 18 in the latter. 


An annual test is made of all weights, measures and weighing 
instruments in use for trade throughout the City. This includes 
visits to retail and wholesale premises of which there are some 
6,500 and also manufacturing premises of which there are nearly 
2,000. All kinds of apparatus is examined including beer measures, 
leather measuring instruments and weighing instruments ranging 
from delicate chemists and jewellers balances to weighbridges of 
many tons capacity. Petrol pumps are also examined annually, 489 
being tested during the course of the year. 


The latest addition to the duties of the Department is the super- 
vision of the conveyance of sand and ballast by weight or by measure. 
Certain lorries used for the conveyance of sand, etc., by measure 
must be accurately calibrated in cubic yards and it is one of the duties 
of the Department to see that this is done. 


Some idea of the varied and vigilant work performed by the 
weights and measures inspectors for the protection of the buying 
public is given by the list of prosecutions, 34 1n all, undertaken last 
year. They include such offences as “unjust scales”, short weight 
in coal’, “short weight in bread”, “short measure in beer’. 
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AID FOR THE POOR 


SincE the 1st of April, 1930, the relief of destitution, formerly the 
duty of the Board of Guardians, has been one of the functions of 
the City Council. The Council’s duties are mainly carried out by 


the Public Assistance Committee, whose business it is to arrange for 


the proper care and maintenance of all persons 1 quiring relief in 
the Poor Law Institutions, which it manages. The Committee has 
also to administer outdoor relief to 


There are three Institutions under the control of the Committee, 
viz., Swain Street Institution, The Cottage Homes, Countesthorpe, 
and the Receiving and Scattered Homes, Leicester. Swain Street is 
used for the maintenance of destitute, able-bodied persons, including 
male and female casuals, the aged and infirm, chronic cases, and for 
small children up to the age of three years. Extensive improvements 
have been carried out in recent years, including the addition of a 
wing to the male infirmary block. A boiler house and work-shops 
have been erected, and the laundry and kitchens have been brought 
up-to-date by the installation of modern machinery and cooking 
equipment. When the proposals for the alterations to the male 
house quarters have been completed, the institution will then have 
been thoroughly modernised. Some idea of the improved conditions 
in these institutions since Dickensian days may be gauged from the 
fact that at Leicester a modern talking picture apparatus has been 
installed for the entertainment of the inmates. 


The Cottage Homes, which are used for the care of destitute 
children from the age of three years upwards, are reckoned among 
the finest grouped cottage homes in the country. There are eight 
cottages with accommodation for 24 children each, two with accom- 
modation for 16 children each, and one for babies and older children. 
The Homes also comprise a school, workshops, an infirmary and 
isolation block, and a swimming bath. A farm of 66 acres, belonging 
to the Committee, supplies the homes with fresh vegetables and 
fruit, and their entire milk requirements. 


There are three Receiving Scattered Homes in the City, of which 
one, Mill Hill Lane, is used for all children over the age of three 
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years for a quarantine period prior to their transfer to the other 
Homes. The home for girls is at 109, St. Saviours Road, and 
that for boys at 170 East Park Road. 


A reasonably accurate impression of the wide responsibilities of 
the Committee may be gained from the numbers in its care. The 
following figures refer to the weck ending 6th May, 1939:— 


Men Women Children Total 


Swain St. Institution iad ’ 328 237 17 582 
Cottage Homes, Countesthorpe ... — — 126 126 
Receiving & Scattered Homes — 36 36 


The number of casuals relieved during this period was 148, and 
the following statement gives the numbers in receipt of outdoor 
relief in the same week:— 

Men Women Children Total 


Ordinary Outdoor Relief... 1,056 1,748 1,057 3,861 
Able-bodied Relief eet pees 72 44 118 234 


1,02 On O2mel,17 5m 4,095 


This cost £1,418 for outdoor relief, and £85 for able-bodied relief. 


The Public Assistance Committee consists of 21 Members, 14 of 
whom are members of the City Council, and 7 (some of whom must 


be women) not being members of the Council. 
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MARKETS DEPARTMENT 


THERE was a time when Leicester largely lived on the markets and 
fairs, legal rights which had come down to it from Feudal times. 


Leicester woke up on market days, and became very festive when 
the dwellers of the countryside flocked in for the two great fairs of 
the year, in May and October. 


The fairs were the seasons for the servant hiring; so the gentry 
as well as the farmers came to the County town then. 


Besides the usual fairs for sheep, horses, cattle and pigs, common 
to most market towns, Leicester had its Wool and Cheese Fairs, 
when hundreds of waggons rattled along its streets twice a year 
piled with stacks of wool; and when on two other days its Market 
Place was almost completely covered with pitches of cheese, the 
famous Leicestershire and pethaps the still more famous Stilton. 


All Leicester Fairs, except those for animals, have disappeared, 
though its mediaeval markets have not only persisted but have in- 


THE STEPS OF THE CORN EXCHANGE 
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creased in importance as features of the city’s life. In the earliest 
records of the town, dating from the twelfth century frequent 


reference is found to the Wednesday Market and the Saturday 
Market. 


The first was held in what was then the main Roman north-south 
route through the town, the old High Cross Street. It was a narrow 
thoroughfare, and a quaint market was stragoled half-way across it, 
so that the Wednesday Market became a nuisance—though it must 
be admitted a picturesque nuisance. For a century efforts were made 
to regularise it and to minimise the obstruction to traffic. The 
Market Cross was supplanted by a single pillar, removed altogether 
in 1836, but the market still remained an intolerable defect in the 
traffic organisation of the town, and in 1884—in spite of protracted 


opposition—Parliamentary authority was obtained to remove the 
obstructing market. 


Few cities that have grown to Leicester’s size have preserved 
Open Markets. They have had to be removed as obstructions to 
modern traffic. Leicester Market Place is a thing of which the town 
is justly proud. From 1884 it has given home to the Wednesday as 
well as the Saturday Markets; and, as was prognosticated would be 
the case, this concentration of open-air sales upon one spot has led 
to the development of an increasing daily market. 


It was at the beginning of the present century that the needs of 
the wholesalers of the town became clamant, and in 1902 the 
Markets Committee decided to erect a commodious depot from 
which the merchants could supply the shops of Leicester with 
perishable foods. At a cost of £80,000, a fine Wholesale Market was 
opened within easy reach of the Railway Station. Here are stands 
with offices for the traders, who daily bring to the city huge quantities 
of fruit and vegetables from all parts of the country and from abroad. 
Here, too, is accommodation for those who supply the fish shops of 
the town, and in the basement below, cold storage space of 50,000 
cubic feet. 


The Leicester Cattle Market serves two purposes—that of en- 
abling local farmers to purchase store animals to be fattened on the 
rich pasture land of the district, and that of giving them easy opportu- 
nity to sell to the local butchers those animals which are ready for 
slaughter. 


The Market is a good one, in that while at no great distance from 
the centre of the city and near the Railway Stations, it is well away 
from the dwelling houses. It is quite surrounded by open spaces for 
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resting cattle previous to the Market. Until 1871 the Market was 
right in the middle of the town, actually on the site which is now 
occupied by the Municipal Buildings and the beautiful square to 
cane they front. From this central market the animals used to 
make themselves a nuisance to the surrounding stalls, which ob- 
viously no modern self-respecting city could tolerate. Fortunately 
the Corporation, when removal became imperative, had a very 
good site of its own ready to be turned into a sale ground for cattle. 
It lay between two main roads and in an angle formed by the L.M.S. 
Railway main line and one of its branches. Here the town was able 
to provide accommodation for all the animals likely to be brought 
to it. It constructed convenient pens, railway sidings, and lairages 
for animals arriving over-night, selling rings, and full equipment 
for the marketing of cattle, horses, sheep, pigs and poultry. 


A scheme of reconstruction is now being carried out at the Cattle 
Market in order to make the market thoroughly up-to-date on the 
lines required by the Livestock Industries Act, 1937. This scheme, 
the total cost of which is approximately £30,000, 1s primarily 
intended to speed up auction sales, and includes the provision of 
three covered sale rings, with an ear punching pen and weighing 
apparatus, covered and tie-up accommodation for 80 dairy cattle, 
and some covered accommodation for dealers’ cattle. In addition 
a new car park for 350 cars is being constructed, with an approach 
road leading to the market, which will enable a gyratory traffic 
system to be operated. When the scheme is completed the Leicester 
Market will be one of the most efficient in the country. 


From the very commencement of the Market the aim of the 
Committee has been to make it a meat as well as a cattle centre. 
They erected a number of Slaughterhouses adjoining the Cattle 
Market, and they acquired power to prevent the erection of 
Slaughterhouses in other parts of the town. In 1927, as a result of 
representations made by the local branch of the R.S.P.C.A., the 
City Council adopted the model by-law which makes compulsory 
the use of the mechanical killer in case of practically all animals 
slaughtered inside the city. There is to be an extensive step forward 
in connection with this policy, for the City Council have approved 
a scheme for erecting a public abattoir on land adjoining the Cattle 
Market, equipped with all that is the best and most modern in 
slaughtering halls, cooling rooms, etc. When this building is 
completed Leicester will be in the happy position of having the 
whole of its meat prepared where it can be closely watched in the 


interests of public health. 
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GAS DEPARTMENT 


Gas supply is one of the commonplace services of present-day life, 
and a gas tap 1s so easily turned on, giving an unlimited supply of 
light, heat and power for both domestic and industrial purposes, 
that we are apt to take the service given for granted without a 
thought as to the organisation behind this unfailing supply. Let us 
take a glimpse at some of the activities of this organisation. 


First of all the Gas Department employees number approximately 
1,150. Just under half of these men are engaged at the Gas Works, 
Aylestone Road and Belgrave Gate, which, incidentally, operate 
24 hours every day in three shifts, gas being manufactured continu- 
ously and held in stock in the gasholders in readiness for supply 
when required. During the winter, these Works consume between 
400-500 tons of coal daily, giving just short of eight million cubic 
feet of gas per day, while this production is at times increased up to 
ten millions per day by the manufacture of carburetted water gas. 

The Works also have to cater for the supply of coke, which is 
made there, and for the distillation of the tar and ammoniacal 
products which are obtained from the coal during the process of 
gas making. 

The Department maintains an outside staff of some 450 persons, 
whose duties are the maintenance of the distributory system, which 
carries the gas from the gasholders to the consumers’ meters. The 
gas mains alone aggregate 666 miles, which can be compared with 
the distance between, say, Dover and Inverness, and there is roughly 
a similar mileage of service pipes connecting the mains to the 
houses. Additions, alterations and repairs have constantly to be 
made to this system. 

Further, there are some 95,000 gas meters fixed throughout the 
145 square miles, comprising the Department’s authorised area of 
supply. A large staff of men is continually engaged in fixing new 
meters, new supplies and new gas appliances, and it may not be 
generally known that the Department offers a free maintenance 
service to all gas appliances fixed in its area, whether belonging to 
the Department or to the individual consumer. Then, again, every- 
one is familar with the gas inspectors, who daily read between 
1,500 and 2,000 meters, and they together collect from slot meters 
over one ton of coppers, quite apart from the shillings, in a working 
day. : 

There is also the administration of the undertaking, the rendering, 
collection, etc., of 40,000 to 42,000 accounts, comprising gas, coke, 
chemical products and gasfitting bills. 
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GAS DEPARTMENT 


4 

< 

tu 

> 
Soi 1936-37 
CARBONISED aera 

1938-39 

GAS MADE 


bss : 58 


1938-39 


COKE MADE | 1936-37 


1938 -39 


TAR MADE | 1936-37 
1938-39 


SULPHATE OF 


86-37 
AMMONIA MADE = 


iisk}8-39 


LENGTH OF | 1936-37 

GAS MAIN. i—tséi 
1938-39 

NUMBER OF | 1936-37 

CONSUMERS oo 

(i.e. gas meters in use) 1938-39 

NUMBER OF GAS 1936-37 


COOKERS IN USE = 
1938-39 


NUMBER OF GAS 1936-207 
FIRES IN USE 
1938-39 


NUMBER OF GAS WATER 
HEATERS, WASHBOILERS | sss 
INSTANTANEOUS 
38-3 
HEATERS IN USE 1938-39 


This is only a broad outline of the organisation which makes it 
possible when turning on the gas tap, to be certain of obtaining 
supply, whether wanted for domestic, industrial or power purposes, 


or as an unfailing medium for street lighting. 
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The illustrations given above show the quantities of gas sent out hour by hour from the Gas Works 
during the two days, Sunday, January Ist, and Monday, January 2nd, 1939. Generally speaking, the 
output on Sunday is for domestic purposes, while the graph for Monday shows the additional load 
from industry, and the increased consumption of gas in the early forenoon when “my lady” is washing. 
The graphs also illustrate in a striking manner the large number of consumers who cook by gas and 
the resultant peak load on Sunday from midday to 1 o'clock. 
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ELECTRICITY DEPARTMENT 


Tue Electricity Department distributes ]j 
an area of 50 square miles, containin 
287,000, and possesses a fine power s 
more current to the National Grid 


ght, heat and power over 
% an estimated population of 


tation of 99,750 K.W. giving 
than it takes from it. 


200,000 tons of Leicestershire coal ar 
ment. 


e used a year by the depart- 
The Department owns 


; 14 primary sub-stations and 330 seconda 
sub-stations. 1,000 miles es 


of cables have been laid in the streets. 


Electrical energy is supplied to 72,500 domestic premises, over 
8,000 shops and offices, and over 2,000 factories and other industrial 
premises. Electric power drives the trams, and illuminates the prin- 
cipal thoroughfares of the city, many of its streets and all outlying 
districts, including Birstall, Oadby, Humberstone, Evington, Stou- 
ghton, Bushby, Thurnby, Scraptoft, Barkby Thorpe Thurmaston, 


Beaumont Leys, Anstey Pastures, Gilroes, Glenfield, Braunstone, 
Lubbesthorpe and Glen Parva. 


| 

| ___- The Department owns the most modern showroom in the city 
_ and a very attractive cookery demonstration theatre, where talking 
_ film demonstrations are occasionally given. The administrative 
offices of the Department, together with new showrooms, are in 
_ the Charles Street Offices. 


A By efficient co-operation and administration of the undertaking 
as been possible to make appreciable concessions by way of 
tariffs to both power and domestic users, while the popu- 
electrical energy for domestic use may be gauged by the 
000 cookers are hired out by the undertaking. 
ton. posite page gives details of units of electricity 
1 years 1937-8 and 1938-9. 
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PASSENGER TRAFFIC OPERATION OF 
170 TRAMCARS—ROUTE MILEAGE 21 
115 BUSES— 


i ENGINEERING PI ANULWLANRIS 


ee 


_ MAINTENANCE OF ROLLING STOCK 
-TRAMCARS 


MOTOR BUSES 
S38 


overhauls and 


| So ele od 


as 


yre repairs. 
vehicles. 
Petrol tanks, wings and 
general panel beating. 
Mechanical School and 
teaching of drivers. 


| clea ‘ing, over- 


PURCHASING 


MILES 
ROUTE MILEAGE 38 MILES 


L. CHART SHOWING ACTIVITIES 
| ES OF CITY TRANSPORT | 


GENERAL 
ENGINEERING 


Repair and maintenance 
of Permanent Way. 


TRAFFIC 


Preparation, instituting & 
supervisiongof Services. 


Engagementgof Staff. 
Ticket su n. 
Dealing gestions 
& compl m public. 
Maintena iscipline 
among T Staff. 
Provision niforms. 
Preparatio cases for 
Courts C & Justice). 
Issue o notices. 


Application of Road Traf- 
fic Acts to local require- 
ments. 


TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 


Nearty eighty years have passed since the first public transport 


vehicle—a horse-drawn omnibus—made its appearance in the 
ancient Borough of Leicester. 


Within a few years a company obtained permission to lay a tram- 
way track from the Town Centre to Belgrave village, and in 1874 
single-deck horse-drawn tramcars were in Operation. An experiment 


with the steam traction tramcar failed to gain the public approval 
and the idea was abandoned. 


The next important step forward was the acquisition of the under- 
taking by the Corporation in 1901. At the close of the year 1904 
the last horse-drawn tramcar disappeared from the streets, and a 
system of electric traction was provided with 99 tramcars, soon to 
be increased to 140, and running over 19 miles of track. 


The City population at this time was 232,000. An interesting 
digression can be made here, in comparing the then population 
with the latest population figures and passengers carried. 


1905 Population 232,000 Passengers carried 26,000,000 
1938 202.900 - » 75,800,000 


_ Progress was now steadily maintained until 1924, when a new era 

was opened, with the purchase of six single deck, petrol-driven 
buses. The experiment was immediately successful and eight double- 
deck canopy-covered buses were soon in service. Development con- 
tinued apace, and the movement of population, brought about by 
the great municipal housing estates of Saffron Lane, Braunstone and 
elsewhere, with the growing fashion of modern suburban house 
building, demonstrated the eminent suitability of this new form of 
transport for speed, comfort, safety and flexibility. 


_ The Ci 


y Council has decided to replace the tramways by motor- 
and this is gradually being done. At the present time, 

‘of 170 electric tramcars running over 21 miles of 
“buses, the majority being the up-to-date powerful 


oe) 


g¢ 38 miles of omnibus routes. 
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STATISTICAL INFORMATION - 


; YEAR ENDING 3ist MARCH, 1938 


17) 
Lu 
(Ca) 
D 
aa 
Zz 
> MILEAGE OF ROUTES 34.083 MILES 
@) 
a 
O 
= 
O 
= 
GROSS CAPITAL EXPENDITURE £295,781 .9 .7 
; 5 
SSE ee es ee ee ee 
TRAFFIC REVENUE LIV7NI9. 2.2 
; ; 
we a Ee Eee eee eee ee 
TOTAL REVENUE £177,944 .8. 6 
, 5 a 
WORKING EXPENSES AND SPECIAL EXPENDITURE £160,283 14. | 
INTEREST ON ADVANCES FROM CONSOLIDATED LOANS FUND £2,895 .0.0 
ANNUAL REPAYMENT TO CONSOLIDATED LOANS FUND | £8,638 .5 .0 
x F 
BUS MILES 
3,184,056 
PASSENGERS CARRIED 29,015,345 
’ ’ 
PERCENTAGE OF WORKING EXPENSES TO RECEIPT. | 90 
AVERAGE TRAFFIC REVENUE PER BUS MILE | 13.350d 
AVERAGE WORKING EXPENSES PER BUS MILE 12.020d 
AVERAGE FARE PAID PER PASSENGER 1.464d 
AVERAGE NUMBER OF PASSENGERS PER BUS MILE 9.113 
TOTAL NUMBER OF UNITS USED AT GARAGE AND OFFICES 200,293 


NUMBER OF OMNIBUSES IN STOCK 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF REPAYMENTS TO CONSOLIDATED 
LOANS FUND 


se 
ro 


mh ain 


II 
£30,680 .0.0 


CEICESTER 


STATISTICAL INFORMATION . . 


= YEAR ENDING 3lst MARCH, 1938 
ay) 
Oot 
<= , 
wi 
=i 
=O 
SINGLE DOUBLE TOTAL 
Miles Fur. Yds. | Miles Fur. Yds. Miles Fur. | Yds. 
e | ——— sete Es | eee 
wv ) 3 198 | 20 | | 104| 21 | 4 | 72 
<< 
UO 
= 
<= 
[aa 
KE 
GROSS CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 
£844,214 .11 . | 
TRAFFIC REVENUE 
£268,996 .0. 8 
ee ee fo ee 
TOTAL REVENUE 
£274,959 18 . 8 
WORKING EXPENSES AND SPECIAL EXPENDITURE 
£252,765-.-2.. 8 
INTEREST ON ADVANCES FROM CONSOLIDATED LOANS. FUND 
£6,212 7 0".0 
ANNUAL PAYMENT TO CONSOLIDATED LOANS FUND 
£19,759 . 0.0 
CAR MILES 
4,177,697 
PASSENGERS CARRIED 
46,827,718 
TOTAL NUMBER OF UNITS USED FOR TRACTION 
7,927,738 
TOTAL NUMBER OF UNITS USED AT DEPOTS AND. OFFICES 446.644 
FOR RAIL GRINDING, ETC. : 
NUMBER OF UNITS USED PER CAR MILE 1.90 
ee 
PERCENTAGE OF WORKING EXPENSES TO RECEIPTS | 88 
AVERAGE TRAFFIC REVENUE PER CAR MILE 15.453d, 
LE TRACK 
AVERAGE TRAFFIC REVENUE PER MILE OF SING | £6,446 .17 . 7 
AVERAGE TOTAL REVENUE PER CAR MILE |5°796d. 
AVERAGE WORKING EXPENSES PER CAR MILE EXCLUDING 12.447d. 
POWER COST 
POWERS ee 
AVERAGE WORKING EXPENSES PER CAR MILE INCLUDING 13.855d. 
POWER COST 
POWER COST ee 
AVERAGE DISTANCE PER THREE-HALFPENNY FARE Wavamitee 
AVERAGE FARE PAID PER PASSENGER 1.379d. 
AVERAGE NUMBER OF PASSENGERS PER CAR MILE 11.209 
NUMBER OF CARS IN STOCK 172 
TOTAL AMOUNT OF REPAYMENTS TO CONSOLIDATED £393,136 11. | 
LOANS FUND 
AMOUNT OF RESERVE FUND £48,143 19°. 9 
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WATER UNDERTAKING 


THE water supply of the City of Leicester, like that of many of our 
large cities, has had a varied history. It is possible that the Roman 
settlement of Ratae, on the site of which Leicester now stands was 
_ publicly supplied with water. Ancient water pipes have been found 
___when excavating for new mains, many being made of earthenware 
surrounded by lime concrete. The house or other connections were 
cast lead pipe cemented into special earthenware connecting pipes. 
These are believed to be seventeenth century work. The extent of 
_ this system is not known, but there is ample evidence that the town 
was chiefly supplied by draw wells and pump wells until 1841, 
when the population had risen to 50,806. Owing to the increased 
population and the demand for water, and to the fact that some of 
the existing sources of supply had become unsatisfactory, a company 
s formed to investigate the water supplies in the district, and 
an application was made to Parliament for powers to construct the 
Thornton Reservoir and Works. 


ly of pure water was greatly appreciated and the “water 
tapidly increased. The company, finding that their 
ere becoming again exhausted, made application to 
1 obtained an Act in 1866 for the construction of the 
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ndertaking was acquired by the Corporation in 1878, 
pulation was 100,172 persons and the consump- 

all purposes was 25.23 gallons. At that 
ty s sewage was water-borne and when 
absolute necessity in every house, this 
nsumption per head, and pointed to 
aste. The Corporation, therefore, 
id established a system of waste 
res being to reduce the consump- 

| 878 to 16.24 in 1893. 


ere completed. The 

98, only four years 
as found necessary to 
in a supply from 


echargeablel works. 
Booking domes- 
g meter charges. 


the River Derwent in Derbyshire. Other towns sought similar 
powers and many conferences took place. Ultimately, an arrange- 
ment was atrived at, whereby a joint Bill for obtaining Derwent 
Valley water was laid before the House. This Bill, which in due 
course became law, provided for a scheme under which the water 
from the upper reaches of the Rivers Derwent and Ashop were 
apportioned amongst the four Corporations of Leicester, Derby, 
Nottingham and Sheffield, provision also being made for Derby 
and Nottingham Counties. Leicester is the pre-dominant partner 
with a share of 35.72 per cent. 


Two masonry dams were constructed and two reservoirs formed 
in the Derwent Valley with a combined capacity of 4,100,000,000 
gallons. These, together with the various aqueducts, formed the first 
portion of the works, which were completed in 1912. Not many 
years later Sheffield, and then Nottingham, gave notice to the Board 
that they required all the water to which they were entitled from the 
whole schenie. The Board had, therefore, immediately to proceed 
with further works to supply the quantities needed. The second 
portion of the works, completed in 1927, consists of a tunnel from 
the Ashop Valley to the Derwent Valley, turning the water from the 
River Ashop into the Derwent Reservoir. 


Early in 1934, Leicester and Derby gave notice that they required 
their full shares and so the third portion, the building of the Lady- 
bower Dam up to a level of 128 feet above the level of the stream, 
is now in course of construction. This reservoir will have a capacity 
of 5,500,000,000 gallons. 


The area of Leicester’s authorized limits of supply is 111,866 
acres (the area within the city’s boundaries being 16,979 acres) an 
690 miles of mains are in use, supplying 106,400 houses. In addition 
to supplying water within the authorized area, a supply in bulk is 
also given to the Borough of Nuneaton, and to parts of Barrow- 
on-Soar and Castle Donington Rural Districts. The total population 
supplied is now estimated to be 402,726. 
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BURIAL GROUNDS 


Five Municipal Cemeteries are 
first, at Welford Road, was o 
in 1881, Gilroes and the Cren 
1931. These cemeteries are sy 


controlled by the City Council. The 
pened in 1840, followed by Belgrave 
iatorium in 1902, and Saffron Hill in 
itably cloaked with a park-like effect, 
and represent the resting-places of 262,000 past citizens. The average 
number of interments per annum is 3,250 and cremations 230. 
Gilroes cemetery takes the main Interments, Welford Road having 
exhausted its provision of land for new grave spaces. Belgrave 
cemetery is a parish burial ground; and Saffron Hill cemetery takes 
the form of a semi-lawn type cemetery. Welford Road contains 
30% acres, Belgrave 52, Gilroes 44, and Saffron Hill 413, making a 
total of 121% acres. 

The Crematorium at Gilroes, which was opened in 1902, was re- 
modelled in 1937. The apparatus is modern and operated by gas, 
and an additional gas apparatus is under construction. Niches and 
memorial tablets in columbaria form are provided, and there is a 
Garden of Remembrance where, in the glade, the mode of scattering 
cremated remains may take place. The costs of this modern and 
hygienic method are low, and from the Superintendent at Gilroes 
Cemetery, Groby Road, can be obtained copies of the illustrated 
brochure, containing full information. 


CHAPEL BuILpINGs AT GILROES. 
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CORPORATION HALLS 


Available to let for. various functions and attractions. 


Ga DE MONTFORT HALL—Seating 3,700. 


— Enquirers are advised to obtain a copy of the scale 

MECN PALE, of charges and conditions of lettin g of Hall, Refresh- 
2S> ment Room, Organ, Curtain, Piano, Portable 
Platform, Cooking Facilities, Outdoor Band enclosure, etc., from: 


Tue City TREASURER, Town HALt. Telephone 20201 


LANCASTER HALL, FIRE STATION—Seating 500. 


Enquiries should be directed to: 
THE Curr Officer, Fire Bricapg, 
CENTRAL Fire STATION, 
Telephone 22222 


CORN EXCHANGE HALL, MARKET 
PLACE —Seating 650. 
Enquiries should be directed to: 
THE Markets’ SUPERINTENDENT, HALForD STREET. 
Telephone 58862. 


in 


Corn ExcHANGE HALL 
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AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


Arr Rarp Precautions are now one of the most important responsi- 


bilities of the City Council. At the present time they are delegated 
to an Emergency Committee of three members. 


The Chief Officer is the Controller, the Chief Officer of the Fire 
Brigade, whose duties are defined by the Home Office as follows:— 


In time of war, the A.R.P. Controller is responsible for ensuring 
that the resources of the various air raid precautions services 
coming within his scope are employed efficiently and to the 
best advantage. For this purpose the Controller should— 


(i) ensure that the various services co-operate together; 


(ii) give ‘Major executive decisions, when any of the services 
coming within his scope are in operation, if a broad general 
decision is required on the manner in which the local resources 


should be employed; 


(iii) ensure co-ordination with services such as the police or other 
local services which are outside the Controller’s province, 
but are concerned with Civil Defence; 


(iv) ensure co-operation with neighbouring authorities in carry- 
ing out any arrangements for the reinforcement of any air 
raid general precaution services which may be in need of 
assistance. If the area for which an A.R.P. Controller is 
responsible is within a Group for mutual assistance purposes, 
appeals for assistance will be made according to the procedure 


which has been settled for the Group; 


(v) carry out any instructions given by the Government or by 
the Regional Commissioner. 


Many of the Chief officers of the Council have direct responsibility 
for A.R.P. Service, e.g., the Chief Constable for Air Raid Wardens, 
the Medical Officer of Health for Medical or First-Aid Services, 
the City Surveyor for construction of Shelters, Rescue Parties, etc. 


Several thousand whole-time and part-time volunteers are 
employed in the A.R.P. Services of the City in addition to a large 
number of the staff of all Corporation Departments who are 
engaged in A.R.P. work and the personnel employed at A.R.P. 
Headquarters, 24 Halford Street. 
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A small handbook—‘Air Raid Precautions in Leicester’’—has 
been issued to every house in the City. This handbook gives essential 
information. Further advice can be obtained at any Air Raid 
Warden’s Post. 


Recent literature issued by H.M: Government for guidance in 
A.R.P. measures for Domestic, Commercial, and Factory premises, 
and other A.R.P. matters is available for reference at the Public 
Libraries in the city and the Information Bureau, Horsefair Street. 


The aim of the A.R.P. organisation is to minimize loss of life and 
property in aerial warfare and to maintain the morale and discipline 
of the people. The principal measures taken to achieve this end are 
summarised as follows :— 


1. Shelters. 

After much consideration, H.M. Government have decided to 
rely on shallow shelters which, it is believed, will give complete 
protection at distances of 50 ft. and more from the explosion of a 
HLE. bomb. Private Householders within an income limit of £250 
( {50 extra for each child in excess of 2) are to receive shelters free. 
Normally these will consist of steel shelters, in other cases basements 
will be strengthened or other protection given. Public shelters are 
being provided in the central areas in basements of business premises 
and covered trenches. (The Education Committee have made large 
provision of trenches and other arrangements for the protection of 
schoolchildren). The responsibility of providing shelters in factories 
and business premises for employees rests on the employer. Questions 
relating to shelters are dealt with by the City Surveyor’s A.R.P. 
Engineering. Department, St. Nicholas Street. 


2. Protection of Public Buildings. 


Several million sandbags have already been received in the city 
and careful surveys have been made to enable steps to be taken to 


ensure the safety of important public buildings. 


Warning and Information. 

ens will effectively warn the city of the approach of enemy 
anes and the end of the Raid. A.R.Wardens co-operate in 
‘and have full information as to the procedure of calling 
Medical and other services. 


Services 


with Ambulances and stretcher bearers will be 
sualities. First Aid Posts and Mobile Posts with 
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the necessary personnel and equipment, are bein g arranged. By the 
increase of beds in the Hospital and the affiliation of Count y Institu- 
tions, about 5,000 beds will be available. 


5. Rescue Parties. 


High Explosive bombs are likely to be the main form of attack. 
In addition to their direct effect, the dangers from splinters and 
falling debris from buildings will call for the services of 
specially picked men for rescue purposes and shoring-up or demolish- 
ing dangerous buildings. 


6. Auxiliary Fire Services. 

Incendiary bombs may be used on a large scale, causing numerous 
fires. The normal Fire Brigade and water supply would be inadequate 
to deal with such an emergency. Patrols with light equipment, 
therefore, will patrol the streets at short intervals, supplemented 
by heavier equipment and pumping apparatus. The River, Canal, 
Water Storage Tanks, and other sources, will supplement the water 
supply. 

7- Anti-Gas measures. 

The Government have provided Gas Masks which have been 
delivered by Air Raid Wardens to every house in the City. Enquiries 
concerning them should be made to the Police Headquarters, 
Charles Street. After contact with gas, cleansing is required. Stations 
are being prepared for this purpose and Decontamination Stations, 
which will deal with vehicles and materials. Squads with special 
protective clothing will cleanse the streets and buildings. 


8. Care and Custody of Children out of School hours. 

The teachers of the City, assisted by members of the Women’s 
Voluntary Services patrol the districts where children are likely 
to be present in numbers, to direct them to a suitable shelter in 
the event of an air raid. 


9. Damaged Areas. 

Arangements have been made to house temporarily any whose 
home might be destroyed or damaged. 

Application should be made to the Housing Department, Charles 
Street, for the temporary repair of damaged buildings. 


This description will give an indication of the extent of the 
activities of A.R.P. Services in the City. These services require 
many thousands of voluntary workers to be fully staffed. Further 


enrolments are urgently needed. Enquiries should be made at the 
A.R.P. Office, Halford Street. 
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SUMMARY OF ESTIMATES, 1938-39 2 1939-40 


Estimated Rateable Value of the City at Ist A il, 1 Ms 
(Ditto 1938—£2,007,000)” Sikes 2 
Estimated Produce of a General Rate of 1d. 


provision for Compounding Allowances 
of Collection .... 


Probable for 1938-39 


Increase + 
or ‘ 
dlasey ee Committee, etc. 
> compared 
with 
Estimate 


stimate 


or eee 
138-39 Amount * 


4, 

£ EXPENDITURE 
— 2,800 | City Farms 
+ 2,985 | Education 


— 8,490 | Finance ..... 
ae 2Onlitealth, 
— 14,480 | Highway and Sewerage 
ae sOlomitousing) 9) ||... 
— 2,045 | Mental Deficiency 
— 1,485 | MuseumandLibraries _..... 
+ 45 | Parksand Recreation Grounds 
+ _ 190 | Parliamentary and Gen. Purposes 
— 3,400 do. A.R.P. (General & Fire) 
— 3,985 | Public Assistance  ..... __.... 
— 35 | Publicityand Development _ .... 
+ 120] Ratingand Valuation .... —..... 
+ 2,610} SanitaryandBaths  .... __.... 
— 175}| TownPlanning .._.... 
—= S585) || WAS oe 
aes Grant to University College 
Assessment : oo 


£ 
102,370 


TotTaL ExpENDITURE 


INCOME 


_... | General Exchequer Grant 
Local Taxation Licences _.... 
Balance from previous year __..... 


ToraLt INCOME 


TOTAL 
NET REQUIREMENTS 
oduct of Rate (less cost of 
collection) 
938-39@14/2; 1939-40 @14/4 
Differential Rating 
nces (City Extension) 


RATE PROCEEDS 
+ Deficiency (Dr.) 


' u 


£2,068,000 


ee 


in the £, after making 
, Voids, etc., and Cost 


Total Rate Levy 


Hel 7,000 
63d. 49,246 


1,390,620 
5,400 
£1,385,220 
Dr. £440 


Increase £1,235. 
asian, 110; 


Estimate for 1939. 
= eee 


a= AO Ky 
+ £20,953 


450 
24,478 


~ £30,108 

+£51,061 
te, 
+ 49,320 


— 1,400 


+ £50,720 
+ Dr.£341 


a 


2. Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health. 
4. Mental Deficiency Departmer 


5. Education Departmen 

sa. ‘Aaneul Report of School Medical Officer. 
sb. Museums and Art Gallery. 

sc. Public Libraries. 


6. Police (Chief Constable’s Report). 
7. Fire Brigade (Chief Officer’s Report). 
8. Lighting Department. 


9. Electricity Department. 
10. Gas Department. 
11. ‘Transport Department. 
12, Water Department. 
13. Sanitary and Baths Departments. 
14. Weights and Measures Department. 


ts. Public Assistance. 


16. Derwent Valley Water Board. 
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